N E W S E L E S E m&h\l‘sl{lrl\f’/\llr\"
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRIC

CONTACT: Patricia Cortez
Cell: 626-453-6630

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ‘
October 3, 2019 EPA

WaterSense
Upper San Gabriel Valley MWD Wins 2019 WaterSense® Partner of the Year Award

Las Vegas, Nevada—The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognized the Upper San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District (Upper District) with a 2019 WaterSense Partner of the Year Award for its heroic efforts
to defeat water waste and promote WaterSense in 2018. Upper District received one of 25 WaterSense awards today
at the WaterSmart Innovations Conference in Las Vegas.

Since 2006, Upper District and more than 2,000 other WaterSense partners have helped consumers save more than
3.4 trillion gallons of water. That’s enough water to supply all American households for four months! In addition to
water savings, WaterSense labeled products and homes have helped reduce the amount of energy needed to heat,
pump, and treat water by 462.5 billion kilowatt hours—which is enough to power more than 44.4 million homes for
a year—and save $84.2 billion in water and energy bills.

“Our partners have made water-saving products, homes, and programs accessible across the nation and have
educated millions on the importance of water conservation,” said Veronica Blette, Chief, WaterSense Branch.
“These WaterSense award winners are leading the fight against water waste to save our most precious resource.”

Upper District was honored as a 2019 WaterSense Partner of the Year winner for spreading the water-efficiency
message through public education and awareness while transforming the marketplace to include WaterSense labeled
products, new homes, and certification programs. The Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District has won
its first WaterSense Partner of the Year Award for its promotional efforts in 2018. The Upper District collaborated
with a number of different WaterSense partners on events and programs and encouraged all 27 of its water purveyors
to become WaterSense partners. Throughout 2018, the Upper District hosted nine workshops covering efficient
landscaping, outdoor water use, and leak detection and repair. In collaboration with Metropolitan Water District,
City of Monrovia, and California Landscape Contractors Association, it hosted a Model Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance Workshop that drew nearly 100 attendees. For Fix a Leak Week, the Upper District hosted two leak
detection/repair workshops in English and Mandarin to expand its reach in the community.

“Upper District is extremely honored to receive this recognition from the EPA. We believe that being a WaterSense
partner has truly enhanced our efforts to outreach to the communities we serve,” said Ed Chavez, Board President
for Upper District. “Water conservation remains an essential and cost-effective method for the overall sustainability
of the San Gabriel Valley water supply. We have made conservation a critical component of our overall mission and
actively engage the public about water use efficiency.”
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WaterSense, a partnership program sponsored by EPA, seeks to protect the future of our nation's water supply by
offering consumers and businesses simple ways to use less water with water-efficient products, homes, and services.
For more information about WaterSense, visit www.epa.gov/watersense.

Upper District’s mission is to provide a reliable, sustainable, diversified and affordable portfolio of high quality
water supplies to the San Gabriel Valley; including water conservation, recycled water, storm water capture, storage,
water transfers and imported water. Upper District services nearly one million people in its 144 square mile service
territory. Governed by a five-member elected board of directors, Upper District is a member agency of the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. Annually, more than 78 billion gallons of water is used in Upper
District’s service area. For more information about Upper District, please Visit our website www.upperdistrict.org
or call 626-443-2297.

(Director of Government and Community Affairs Patricia Cortez and Conservation Coordinator
Elena Layugan accept the 2019 WaterSense Partner of the Year Award on behalf of Upper District.)
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