QUALITY SUSTAINABILITY
INNOVATION EDUCATION

UPPER SAN GABRIEL
VALLEY MUNICIPAL

WATER DISTRICT
WHERE SOLUTIONS FLOW

ABOUT US
Upper District partners with many public and private entities to provide a sustainable,
high quality water supply to residents and businesses within the greater San Gabriel
Valley. Our stewardship of reliable water supplies rests on four pillars commonly called
a “portfolio” of water resources: local water supplies, imported water, water quality
and conservation.
Today, Upper District is a strong leader in water stewardship and water conservation.

SERVICE AREA
Upper District covers approximately 144
and includes all or parts of 18

square miles

cities and portions of

unincorporated Los Angeles County with more than

950,000 residents.
Consistent with its motto of “Where Solutions Flow,”
Upper District is widely recognized for its customer service
orientation, community involvement, and creativity in
promoting water quality, water recycling, and water
conservation.
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DIVISION 3
DIVISION 4
DIVISION 5

Contact:
602 E. Huntington Drive, Suite B
Monrovia, CA 91016
email: info@usgvmwd.org

Website:

www.facebook.com/upperwaterdistrict

www.upperdistrict.org
(626) 443-2297

http://bit.ly/26aWa9n
http://bit.ly/1SVeppm

VISION
To become an independent regional water
agency that provides reliable, quality water
throughout the San Gabriel Valley.

MISSION

WE CARE

SUPPLY
ABOUT YOUR WATER

3URYLGHDUHOLDEOHVXVWDLQDEOHGLYHUVLÀHG
and affordable portfolio of high quality water
supplies to the San Gabriel Valley, including
but not limited to: water conservation;
recycled water; stormwater capture;
storage; transfers and imported water.

Local water supplies are harnessed in increasingly
sophisticated ways.
Upper District works closely with the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District which captures over 95% of all precipitation that
falls within the San Gabriel River Watershed to recharge the local
groundwater basins. The Flood Control District encompasses the
vast majority of drainage infrastructure within incorporated and
unincorporated areas in every watershed, including 500 miles of
open channel, 2,800 miles of underground storm drain, and an
estimated 120,000 catch basins.
Apart from local groundwater that comes courtesy of snow melt
LQWKH6DQ*DEULHO0RXQWDLQVDQGUDLQWKDWÁRZVWKURXJKWKH6DQ
Gabriel River, water recycling and watershed protection are key
components helping our groundwater basins meet local demands.
Through these groundwater replenishment efforts, Upper District
works in cooperation with the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster
who closely manages and protects groundwater resources within
the Main San Gabriel Groundwater Basin.

LOCAL WATER
SUPPLIES

As a member of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California (MWD), which imports water from the State
Water Project and the Colorado River Aqueduct, Upper
District imports water to replenish the local groundwater
aquifer.
Moreover, MWD represents Southern California’s stake
in the State Water Project that brings water south from
Northern California.
The Upper District Board appoints a representative who sits
as a member of MWD’s governing board. This allows Upper
District to actively engage in the federal, state and local
governmental arenas with respect to water policy and
legislation.
The quantity of water available for import is affected by
drought, legal and regulatory constraints and cost.

IMPORTED
WATER

The history of water in the San Gabriel Valley is ultimately
tied to water quality.
Upper District works diligently on these issues as a member
of the San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority, which
coordinates and monitors groundwater cleanup programs
in the San Gabriel Basin.

WATER
QUALITY

The once abundant San Gabriel Valley groundwater basin
became overdrafted beginning in the 1940’s through the
·V7KLVG\QDPLFZDVOHGÀUVWE\DJULFXOWXUHDQGWKHQ
by industrial activities in the San Gabriel Valley, as water
was drawn from deeper wells leading to extraction of salt
and other minerals. Industrial pollution impacted many
wells – making it necessary to establish the San Gabriel
Valley Water Quality Authority to gather funding and plan
projects to clean up contaminants such as perchlorate, and
hexavalent chromium.
Protecting water quality for human consumption is the
highest priority for all water agencies, as well as one of
the biggest cost drivers in water rates.

Upper District has a robust program devoted to promoting water
conservation and public education on water issues. Working with our 29 retail
water customers and informing residents and businesses about water-use
HIÀFLHQF\LVDWRSSULRULW\
Water conservation is an important, low-cost method of preserving our water
supply and is a critical part of a sustainable watershed program.
There is increasingly sophisticated equipment, technology, materials
and procedures that enable water conservation to be more and more
HIIHFWLYH,QIRUPLQJUHVLGHQWVDQGHPSOR\HUVDERXWZDWHUXVHHIÀFLHQF\LV
the top priority of the public education program. The reason is simple: water
conservation is relatively inexpensive to implement and the water and
ÀQDQFLDOVDYLQJVFDQEHVXEVWDQWLDO
Upper District offers water rebates and facility tours. Additionally, Upper
District has implemented a number of water conservation programs
including:

Watershed Restoration - A cooperative partnership with the U.S.
Forest Service for the purpose of restoring and preserving the
local watershed. Watershed events are typically held four times
a year and open to volunteers of all ages.

CONSERVATION

Water Smart City Challenge - A conservation-based grant program
that engages all cities within Upper District’s service area to lead by
example when it comes to water conservation.

Smart Gardening Classes - Classes cover the basics of irrigation
systems, watering and fertilizing, basic landscape design and
SODQWLGHQWLÀFDWLRQ

Water 101- Water-focused educational series for local elected
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“

The Water Smart City Challenge is a shining
example of a local water district communicating
and collaborating with their cities to promote
drought awareness to their communities.

”

- Mike Eng, Water Smart City Challenge 2015 MC

UPPER DISTRICT WATER CONSERVATION
BY THE NUMBERS*:

700,000 residents purchased
ZDWHUHIÀFLHQWSURGXFWVUHVXOWLQJLQ
740 million gallons of water saved
3,221KLJKHIÀFLHQF\WRLOHWV
installed in homes, resulting in 894
million gallons of water saved

38,577 water smart changes
made in the work place, resulting in
209 million gallons of water saved
63 public sites installed
UHWURÀLWHGZDWHUVDYLQJGHYLFHV
resulting in

1.1 billion gallons of water
saved

*from Upper District 2014-2015 Annual Report

EDUCATION

Working together, we can make a lasting
difference in how children think, act and
lead when it comes to our most precious
resource, water.

Upper District partners with the Discovery Science Center (DSC) to provide
a FREE water conservation and sustainable watershed curriculum program
for fourth through sixth graders.
The Sustainable Watershed Education Program highlights water
conservation, watershed/urban runoff pollution prevention, and
encouraging positive behaviors that can reduce negative impacts on
water supply sources.
The Discovery Science Center helps Upper District provide curriculum
WKDWIRFXVHVRQZDWHUXVHHIÀFLHQF\KLJKOLJKWVZDWHUVKHGLVVXHVDQG
JURXQGZDWHUDZDUHQHVV'6&LVDQRQSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQGHGLFDWHG
to educating children, assisting teachers, and increasing public
understanding of science, math, and technology through interactive
exhibits and programs.Offered free to participating schools, the program
LQFOXGHVLQWHUDFWLYHDVVHPEOLHVIRUIRXUWKDQGÀIWKJUDGHUVDQGLQFODVV
hands-on workshops for sixth graders.
Schools that currently work with THINKTogether to provide after school
LQVWUXFWLRQDUHDOVREHQHÀWWLQJIURPWKLVSURJUDP'6&KDVSDUWQHUHGWR
offer exciting afterschool programming that will complement and expand
on the in-school curriculum associated with water-related topics.

“

Students remind us through art
to consider how we use water
today and to think about
whether there will be water
available for their future.

”

- Upper San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District

Solar Cup- Solar cup is a youth program hosted by the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD)
that provides high school teams the opportunity to build
and prepare a solar powered boat over a seven-month
timeline. To participate, a high school team must be
sponsored by an MWD agency like Upper District.
“Water is Life” Poster Contest - Each year, in the spring, Upper
District sponsors an annual art contest that encourages students K-12
to express the value of water through their artwork.

Education Water Grants- Upper District awards 10 $1,000
grants to any teacher within the District boundaries who
offers water conservation education to their classroom.

PLANNING
FOR THE FUTURE
Upper District is working to expand its existing recycled water program by
developing the Indirect Reuse Replenishment Project (IRRP)- a safe, reliable,
water resource project to supplement the current water supply in the
San Gabriel Valley. The IRRP will replenish the severely depleted Main San
Gabriel Groundwater Basin with up to 10,000 acre-feet annually of highly
treated recycled water.
Groundwater recharge with highly treated recycled water has been
VFLHQWLÀFDOO\SURYHQDSXUHUHOLDEOHZDWHUVXSSO\IRURYHU\HDUVLQ
Southern California. The proposed project uses recycled water, which
meets Title 22 standards, in combination with the Soil Aquifer Treatment
(SAT) process and a blend of 80 percent background water (storm water)
resulting in a clean, economically and environmentally responsible resource.
The project will reduce the San Gabriel Valley’s reliance on imported water
by 25%, providing a reliable, drought resistant water resource that is essential
given California’s dire drought conditions.

“

7KHPRVWFULWLFDO>ÀQGLQJ@LVWKDW
California, if we managed our
water better – and that would
include stormwater capture,
doing recycling and reuse, and
continuing a strong conservation
program – we could have
VXIÀFLHQWZDWHUPRYLQJIRUZDUG

”

- Assemblymember Rich Gordon
Water Deeply, 2016

MEET THE BOARD

Arcadia
Bradbury
El Monte

Dr. Anthony R. Fellow

Monrovia
Rosemead
Temple City
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Arcadia
Rosemead
San Gabriel

Charles M. Treviño

Spy Glass Hill
South El Monte
Valinda
West Covina

Division 3

Glendora
Irwindale
West Covina

Division 4

Baldwin Park
Duarte

El Monte
Irwindale
Contact:
602 E. Huntington Drive, Suite B
Monrovia, CA 91016
email: info@usgvmwd.org

Jennifer Santana

- Upper San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District

Division 2

Azusa
Baldwin Park
Covina

Alfonso “Al” Contreras

time. We need to be creative and
collaborative or the consequences
will be profound.

South Pasadena
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Temple City

Avocado Heights
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Hacienda Heights
City of Industry
La Puente

Ed Chavez

“

Water is the seminal issue of our

“
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